	Reasoning for Action

	The Reasoning for Action standard is an overarching standard that links and in many ways defines family and consumer sciences education. This standard is grounded in beliefs that concepts and processes used for reasoning can be learned; that reasoning for action is a vehicle for the active use and functionality of all 16 Areas of Study (Rubin, 1997); and that the content and skills delineated in the Areas of Study provide a context in which Reasoning for Action can be developed and applied.

	   


	The comprehensive standard for Reasoning for Action and the five content standards and their corresponding competencies provide a foundation for instruction and student learning about reasoning and for using reasoning in applied contexts (Fox & Laster, 2000; Knorr & Manning, 1997). 


     
	Reasoning for Action, Comprehensive Standard

	Use reasoning processes, individually and collaboratively, to take responsible action in families, workplaces, and communities.

	    


	Content Standards
	Competencies

	1
	Evaluate reasoning for self and others.
	1.1
	Analyze different kinds of reasoning (e.g., scientific, practical, interpersonal).

	
	
	1.2
	Distinguish between adequate and inadequate reasoning.

	
	
	1.3
	Establish criteria for adequate reasoning.

	
	
	1.4
	Contrast consequences of adequate and inadequate reasoning for self, others, culture/society, and global environment.

	
	
	
	

	2
	Analyze recurring and evolving family, workplace, and community concerns.
	2.1
	Classify different types of concerns (e.g., theoretic, technical, practical) and possible methods for addressing them.

	
	
	2.2
	Describe recurring and evolving concerns facing individuals, families, workplaces, and communities.

	
	
	2.3
	Describe conditions and circumstances that create or sustain recurring and evolving concerns.

	
	
	2.4
	Describe levels of concerns: individual, family, workplace, community, cultural/societal, global/environmental.

	
	
	
	

	3
	Analyze practical reasoning components.
	3.1
	Differentiate types of knowledge needed for reasoned action: value-ends, goals, contextual factors, possible actions, and consequences.

	
	
	3.2
	Analyze short-term and long-term consequences on self, family, culture/society, and global environment.

	
	
	3.3
	Analyze assumptions that underly beliefs and actions.

	
	
	3.4
	Distinguish adequate and/or reliable information from inadequate and/or unreliable information.

	
	
	3.5
	Analyze role exchange, universal consequences, the role of ethics, and other tests for making responsible judgments.

	
	
	3.6
	Distinguish adequate from inadequate reasons.

	 
	 
	 
	 

	4
	Implement practical reasoning for responsible action in families, workplaces, and communities.
	4.1
	Synthesize information from a variety of sources that are judged to be reliable

	
	
	4.2
	Describe a particular recurring and evolving individual, family, workplace, or community concern.

	
	
	4.3
	Select goals/valued ends to resolve a particular concern.

	
	
	4.4
	Establish standards for choosing responsible action to address a particular concern.

	
	
	4.5
	Evaluate the conditions of a particular concern, e.g. historical, social-psychological, socioeconomic, political, cultural, global/environmental.

	
	
	4.6
	Generate reasonable actions for reaching goals/valued ends for a particular concern.

	
	
	4.7
	Use adequate and reliable information to critique possible actions.

	
	
	4.8
	Evaluate potential short- and long-term consequences of possible actions on self, others, culture/society, and global environment.

	
	
	4.9
	Justify possible reasons and actions based on valued ends and information that is judged to be adequate and reliable.

	
	
	4.10
	Select an action supported by justified reasons, valued ends, contextual conditions, and positive consequences of actions.

	
	
	4.11
	Design a plan for accomplishing a selected action.

	
	
	4.12
	Implement and monitor a plan of action based on established standards and valued ends.

	
	
	4.13
	Evaluate actions and results, including consequences on self, others, culture/society, and global environment.

	
	
	4.14
	Evaluate practical reasoning processes.

	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	Demonstrate scientific inquiry and reasoning to gain factual knowledge and test theories on which to base judgments for action.
	5.1
	Delineate scope, concepts, and scientific terminology for a particular inquiry.

	
	
	5.2
	Judge validity and reliability of information, sources, opinions, and evidence.

	
	
	5.3
	Generate hypotheses based on scientific principles, observations, evidence.

	
	
	5.4
	Test hypotheses and theories using scientific inquiry and reasoning.

	
	
	5.5
	Draw conclusions based on data and information that are judged to be reliable.

	
	
	5.6
	Evaluate scientific reasoning processes.


References
Fox, W. S. & Laster, J. F. (2000). Reasoning for action. In A. Vail, W. S. Fox, & P. Wild (Eds.), (2000). Leadership for change: National standards for family and consumer sciences education (pp. 20-32). (Family & Consumer Sciences Teacher Education Yearbook 20, American Association of Family & Consumer Sciences). Peoria, IL: Glencoe/McGraw-Hill. Available from the Family and Consumer Sciences Education Association, http://www.cwu.edu/~fandcs/fcsea 
Knorr, A.J. & Manning, D.E. (1997). Reasoning and acting on practical problems of home and family. In J. F. Laster & R. G. Thomas (Eds.), Thinking for ethical action in families and communities (pp. 147-161). (Family & Consumer Sciences Teacher Education Yearbook 17, American Association of Family & Consumer Sciences). Peoria, IL: Glencoe/McGraw-Hill.
Rubin, L. (1997). The essence: Process as content (pp. 230-234). In A. L. Costa & R. M. Liebmann (Eds.), Envisioning process as content: Toward a renaissance curriculum. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press.
